
Language Arts Classroom, LLC
Thanks for the download! 

Please read this Terms of Use to protect my work and licensing permissions.

I appreciate your support and want you to be happy with your purchase.
If for any reason you are unhappy, need a change in font/sizing, or would like a different 
format, please email me at lauralee@languageartsclassroom.com

I have a license for images, fonts, and graphics. Therefore:

Purchase of this product is for use by one classroom/ one homeschool.

Additional licenses for schools or departments may be purchased (at a discounted rate) 
on TpT.

This material may not be posted on the Internet or disseminated in any other form for 
general audiences.

You MAY share this document with parents and students for home-use via print-outs, 
email, or Google Classroom. 

Tips:

If you leave feedback on a purchase, you also earn credit with TpT for future purchases.

Follow me on TpT. (Click the BLUE star.) You’ll get fast updates this way. 

Would you like two dozen free downloads? Subscribing to my blog has benefits! Sign-up, 
and I’ll send you directions to visit my subscriber-only library. 

As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns!

Thanks again,

Lauralee, Language Arts Classroom

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom
https://languageartsclassroom.com/library-sign-up


Thanks for the download!

These are other literature activities: 

Check out these blog posts that highlight literature lesson ideas:

https://languageartsclassroom.com/10-poems-to-teach-figurative-language/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/connecting-grammar-vocabulary/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/high-school-lit-circles/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literary-Graphic-Organizers-Bundle-for-Literary-Analysis-Digital-Print-3236080
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-Analysis-Graphic-Organizers-Character-Analysis-and-Inferences-4801055
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literary-Devices-Coloring-Sheets-Bookmarks-TWENTY-Literature-Coloring-Sheets-2415422
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literary-Analysis-Prompts-Digital-Print-Literature-Writing-Prompts-1021488
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/High-School-Literature-Bundle-Literature-Circles-Book-Clubs-Independent-Reading-8345091
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Short-Story-Unit-Bundle-Secondary-ELA-Short-Stories-3864651


It’s Plain Hard Work That Does It

1. Who is the author of this selection?
 a. Thomas Edison.
 b. Thomas Edison’s wife.
 c. Thomas Edison’s son.

2. How many inventions did Thomas Edison patent?
 a. 951.
 b. 1,093.
 c. 12,840.

3. What was Edison’s first successful invention?
 a. The phonograph.
 b. The lightbulb
 c. The stock ticker and printer.

4. Edison enjoyed working alone.
 a. True.
 b. False.
 c. It depended on his mood.

5. How many hours did Edison work in a day?
 a. Eight.
 b. Eleven.
 c. Eighteen.

6. To what does Edison compare sleep?
 a. A good book.
 b. A drug.
 c. A hard day’s work.

7. Edison proposed to Mina Miller how?
 a. In Morse code.
 b. He didn’t.
 c. On one knee.

8. How did Edison regard his deafness?
 a. He felt he could have accomplished more if he had not been so hindered.
 b. He felt that it shut him off from time-wasting small talk.
 c. He continually tried to develop a hearing aid to no avail.

9. What was Edison’s favorite invention?
 a. The phonograph.
 b. The electric vote recorder.
 c. The stock ticker.

10. What was the world’s final salute to Thomas Edison?
 a. All electricity in the nation was shut off for one minute.
 b. Certain lights were dimmed.
 c. All flags were flown at half-mast.

Directions: Circle the letter of the best answer.

©Language Arts Classroom, LLC



It’s Plain Hard Work That Does It

1. Who is the author of this selection?
 a. Thomas Edison.
 b. Thomas Edison’s wife.
 c. Thomas Edison’s son.

2. How many inventions did Thomas Edison patent?
 a. 951.
 b. 1,093.
 c. 12,840.

3. What was Edison’s first successful invention?
 a. The phonograph.
 b. The lightbulb
 c. The stock ticker and printer.

4. Edison enjoyed working alone.
 a. True.
 b. False.
 c. It depended on his mood.

5. How many hours did Edison work in a day?
 a. Eight.
 b. Eleven.
 c. Eighteen.

6. To what does Edison compare sleep?
 a. A good book.
 b. A drug.
 c. A hard day’s work.

7. Edison proposed to Mina Miller how?
 a. In Morse code.
 b. He didn’t.
 c. On one knee.

8. How did Edison regard his deafness?
 a. He felt he could have accomplished more if he had not been so hindered.
 b. He felt that it shut him off from time-wasting small talk.
 c. He continually tried to develop a hearing aid to no avail.

9. What was Edison’s favorite invention?
 a. The phonograph.
 b. The electric vote recorder.
 c. The stock ticker.

10. What was the world’s final salute to Thomas Edison?
 a. All electricity in the nation was shut off for one minute.
 b. Certain lights were dimmed.
 c. All flags were flown at half-mast.

Directions: Circle the letter of the best answer.

©Language Arts Classroom, LLC

C

C

C

A

A

B

B

B

B

B



1. Dignitary: a person of high rank or position.

2. Prodigious: impressively great in size, force, or extent.

3. Knotty: difficult to understand or solve.

4. Vitality: the capacity to grow or develop.

5. Amassed: to accumulate or assemble a large quantity of something.

6. Prominently: immediately noticeable.

7. Expedient: serving to promote one’s own interest.

8. Pithy: precisely meaningful; forceful and brief.

9. Botany: the study of plants.

10. Uremic: a toxic condition in which there is retention in the bloodstream of 
waste products. 

Directions: Study the vocabulary as you encounter it during your reading.
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1. To accumulate or assemble a large quantity of something.

2. A toxic condition in which there is retention in the 
bloodstream of waste products.

3. Impressively great in size, force, or extent.

4. Serving to promote one’s own interest.

5. A person of high rank or position.

6. The capacity to grow or develop.

7. Immediately noticeable.

8. The study of plants.

9. Precisely meaningful; forceful and brief.

10. Difficult to understand or solve. 

Directions: Match the vocabulary word to its definition.

A. Dignitary

B. Prodigious

C. Knotty

D. Vitality

E. Amassed

F. Prominently

G. Expedient

H. Pithy

I. Botany

J. Uremic
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