“The Use of Force”
Multiple Choice Quiz

Directions: Circle the letter of the best answer for each question.

1.

Mathilda’s parents are trying to keep her warm. What part of the house is she in because
of this?

a. The attic.

b. The kitchen.

c. The living room.

Why would the father not make himself pry Mathilda’s mouth open?
a. He was ashamed at her behavior.
b. He dreaded hurting her.
c. AandB.

After Mathilda’s mouth was bleeding, why did the doctor continue to open her mouth with
a metal spoon?

a. The doctor wanted his three dollars.

b. The doctor had seen too many children die of diphtheria.

c. The doctor promised the parents he would finish.

What word does the doctor not want the parents to use in relation to him - for fear of
scaring the child?

a. Hurt.
b. Bad.
c. Mean.

What happens to the wooden spatula once the doctor finally gets it in Mathilda’s mouth?
a. Nothing - the doctor can finally see that she has diphtheria.
b. She bites the doctor.
c. She reduces the spatula to splinters.
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“The Use of Force”

Answer Key
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Graphic Organizer/ Writing Assignment

A theme of “The Use of Force” is the way power can take over a person’s rationale, causing a
person to not behave as he should. | have used the graphic organizer for students to take notes
as they read. | have asked students to complete it as a review, to start class also.

As students map the ways the doctor increasingly uses force, they should be able to see how
the power corrupted him. The less the parents interrupted with the examination, the more the

doctor took liberties.

The graphic organizer can stand alone, or students can finish the writing assignment. Paper is
provided with a writing prompt.

Notes
As a note, | have had students address the wooden spatula and the metal spoon as objects for
raping Mathilda. Students analyze the situation that the man had control over the child and put

long objects in her mouth. Just a warning that this may develop in class discussion!

Students may be surprised to know that Williams was a writer and a doctor. He was a
pediatrician.

| cannot include a copy of the story in this packet, but it can be found here:
http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/force.html
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PRE-WRITING
Wapping. the fefice

Directions: fAs the doclet proghesses in his examinalion of Mathildw. he becomes mere agghessive. Map eul examples of his ghowing
use of feree as the sley continues.
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PRE-WRITING
Wapping. the fefice

KEY
ANSWERS WILL VARY

Directions: fAs the doclet proghesses in his examinalion of Mathildw. he becomes mere agghessive. Map eul examples of his ghowing

use of feree as the sley continues.

TALKING NICELY TO PARENTS -
SAYING SHE IS ATTRACTIVE
BUT STRONG AS A HEIFER

NICELY ASKING MATHILDA
T0 OPEN HER MOUTH,
SITTING BY HER

ASKING THE PARENTS
IF IT IS FINE IF THEY
PRY HER MOUTH OPEN

FELL IN LOVE
WITH “THE SAVAGE
BRAT”

GRABS HER HEAD AND
FORCES THE WOODEN
TONGUE DEPRESSOR
BETWEEN HER TEETH

GETS A SPOON,
HER MOUTH IS
ALREADY BLEEDING,
WANTS A DIAGNOSIS

The Use of Fouce"
William Cales Williams
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Explain how and. why the decteh began using fehee with Mathilda,
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Make your lessons connect.
(the language arts classroom way)

teach with materials that
encourage differentiation,

teach grammar from where fquestioning, & excitement

it is naturally found-
literature! Foundational

Grammar Products

teach hasic structures,
common vocabulary & identification
with purposeful practice - for

older students

GramLit
Series:

The Fault In
Our Stars

A Raisin in the Sun

Night

The Hunger Games
& Catching Fire

The
Chocolate
War

Common Core Bundles T TG
Sixth Grade :

Catching Fire
Seventh Grade Mockingjay
Eighth Grade

thawks for mviting ve into your classroon ~ Lauralee


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom/Category/-GramLit
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/GramLit-Any-Novel-Interactive-Notebook-Pieces-1644909
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/GramLit-Bundle-A-Separate-Peace-880469
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/GramLit-Bundle-The-Hunger-Games-573682
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/GramLit-Bundle-Catching-Fire-848716
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom/Category/-Grammar-Crammer-
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bell-Ringers-Task-Cards-Bundle-Grammar-Errors-for-Language-Arts-1870576
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ultimate-Middle-School-Grammar-Bundle-2022501
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sixth-Grade-Grammar-Bundle-1616028
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Seventh-Grade-Grammar-Bundle-1524142
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Eighth-Grade-Grammar-Bundle-1240588
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom/Category/-The-Chocolate-War
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom/Category/-Night
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom/Category/-A-Raisin-in-the-Sun
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom/Category/-The-Fault-In-Our-Stars
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom/Category/-The-Hunger-Games-Trilogy
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Thank you for your purchase!
| appreciate your support and want you to be happy with your purchase.
If for any reason you are unhappy, need a change in font/ sizing,
or would like a different format, please email me at lavraleemoss@gwmail.com.

Included in this file is my work, along with other artists’ work.
| have a license for images, fonts, and graphics. Therefore:

Purchase of this product is for use by one classroom/ one homeschool.
Additional licenses may be purchased (at a discounted rate) on TpT for
school or departwent use.

This material may not be posted on the Internet or disseminated in any
other forwm.

| love feedback! If you leave feedback on this item, you also earn credits
with TpT for future purchases.

Please follow my blog - languageartsclassroom.com
for new ideas, free printables, and English-y camaraderie.

As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns!

Thanks again,
Iaum/ee
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