
Thanks for the download!

These are other writing activities: 

Check out these blog posts that highlight writing lesson ideas:

https://languageartsclassroom.com/grammar-errors-in-student-essays/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/writing-unit-high-school/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/responding-to-student-writing/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Build-Imagery-within-a-Narrative-Improve-Student-Writing-Activity-with-Pictures-7886460
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Digital-Activity-Create-a-Superhero-Comic-Book-7236675
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Digital-Activity-Create-Pacing-within-a-Narrative-7886440
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Editing-and-Revising-Activities-for-Secondary-Students-Writing-Station-Activity-308699
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Graphic-Organizers-Introductions-Conclusions-Transitions-Organization-4514684
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ninth-and-Tenth-Grade-Grammar-Bundle-High-School-Grammar-7045446
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If you leave feedback on a purchase, you also earn credit with TpT for future purchases.
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As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns!
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The graphic organizers can be used with a variety of poems. I have included some of my favorite 
poems that work well with students and the graphic organizers. For the questions, please make a 
copy from THIS LINK. 

Since classes typically need scaffolding with concepts like figurative language, a variety of graphic 
organizers are included. Some require more depth in-replies. 

Overall:

Ideas for implementation:

Language Arts Classroom Poetry Activities

Poetry Graphic Organizers
Higher-Order Thinking with Grammar

Writing:
Give, or ask students to choose, an example from the organizer. On the back of their graphic organizer, 
ask students to write a poem using a piece they identified from the front. (Students will already have a model
for their choice.)

As a twist, ask students to write only a few lines of a poem, and then pass the poem to a peer for the next 
student to add to the poem.  

Evaluate:
After students find the examples, ask them to evaluate a piece. How does a particular example of a poetic
device influence a poem? Did the author choose wisely? Did the figurative language provide
an image? How?

Application:
Take the application of these terms further. How are these examples prevalent in students’ music?
Musicians use figurative language and other devices in their songs. Now that students have “hunted” for 
these literary devices in poetry, ask them to find them in popular music.

Analysis:
This download also includes ten poems that are readily available on the Internet. Divide students into
partners or groups, and assign the poems. Ask students to paraphrase and annotate the poems. Draw
conclusions as a class together.   

Special note:
The graphic organizer with the tree attempts to work on language, which is often difficult for students. I use
language from “The Raven” because Poe utilizes a variety of gerunds, participles, and infinitives. Students
normally are familar with that poem, and we can switch gerunds for infinitives (for example) and discuss
the effects. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/5/d/1EWA0bL6VhfvSNXS0r25xDYz4B9qvmcx7Z2U78Rl8Hdc/copy


Think!

Directions: Sometimes with poetry, the best action is to think about 
what you notice, feel, and appreciate. As you read your poem, jot
down ideas that come to mind in the circles. Then, draw a final conclusion 
about the poem as a whole. 

ConclusionC O N C L U S I O N

Just



Directions: Explain the basics of your poem by labeling the
pieces below.Basics

Title & Author

Theme

Speaker

Bi
g 

Pi
ct

ur
e

Interesting

Punctuation

Stanzas
Rhyme Scheme

Mood created



Directions: In your poem, identify alliteration, assonance, and consonance.
Write example(s) of each in the left column. In the right column, 
explain the effect of the poet’s use of the sound device.Sound?

What’s That

Alliteration
Explain the effectProvide an example

Alliteration

AssonanceAssonance

ConsonanceConsonance

Repetition of any sound at the beginning of a word.

Repetition of vowel sounds anywhere in the word.

Repetition of consonant sounds anywhere in the word.



Rhythm

Take Three

Explain the effectDevice

R h y t h m The beat or flow of a poem.

RepetitionR e p e t i t i o n

RhymeR h y m e

The intentional repetition of words, phrases, lines, or stanzas.

The repetition of syllables, typically at the end of a verse line.

Directions: In your poem, identify rhythm, repetition, and rhyme.
Write example(s) of each in the left column. In the right column, 
explain the effect of the poet’s use of the literary device.



Directions: Answer the following questions to learn more about your poem. 
Questions

What is the tone? 
How do you know?

Explain the impact of the setting 
on the overall poem.

Choose an interesting word.
Define it & explain its importance. Find an example of imagery. 

Explain how this image 
impacts the overall poem.

Find a symbol and explain
its meaning. Map the rhyme scheme.



Directions: How can we consider the language in poetry? Language functions in
different contexts. When looking at certain language in a poem, readers can 
see how it branches to influence other portions of the poem.

Choose three pieces of language from your poem. Explain the effect of the
language on the rest of the poem at the bottom of the tree. 

Branching
Out



Directions: Provide an overview of the poem in the rectangle—title and main idea. Then add examples of 
figurative language in the appropriate ovals.Figurative

Language

Poem Overview
Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Hyperbole

Allusion



Directions: Find examples of figurative language. Write the example, and then 
write the language’s larger meaning.

Figurative
Language



Figurative Language in Poetry

alliteration

assonance

consonance

onomatopoeia

imagery

symbolism

hyperbole

simile

metaphor

Directions: Find examples of each type of figurative language.



Modernism
Directions: Consider your poem as a work of modernism. Complete
the following pieces and then draw a conclusion about the poem.  

Draw a conclusion

Poem’s publication Author’s years Poem’s theme

Individualizaion, experimentation, or absurdity Individualizaion, experimentation, or absurdity

Choose one element & explain its
use in your chosen poem:

Choose one element & explain its
use in your chosen poem:

Consider the above concepts concerning your poem. Explain how the poem
fits into modernism.  



Modernism
Directions: Consider your poem as a work of postmodernism. Complete
the following pieces concerning elements of postmodernism.
Then draw a conclusion about the poem.  

Draw a conclusion

Irony or Parody Late-stage Capitalism Breakdown of Social Norms

Explain the poem’s theme and its 
postmodern elements.

Explain how the subject of the poem is
treated, and how this treatment fits into 
postmodernism.

Consider the above concepts concerning your poem. Explain how the poem
fits into postmodernism.  

Post-



Edgar Allan Poe: “Annabel Lee,” hyperbole.
I started with Poe because I love him. He’s dark and brooding… great features for a poet. “Annabel Lee” 
is sad, but students often see it as upbeat because the theme relates to love. Neither Poe nor his 
darling bride was a “child,” making this the perfect poem for teaching hyperbole.

Maya Angelou: “Still I Rise,” consonance.
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is one of my favorite books, and I introduce Angelou to students with 
her poetry. Students enjoy the momentum of the poem, and they can easily analyze how her use of 
consonance creates a flow.

Langston Hughes: “Harlem (Dream Deferred),” simile.
Langston Hughes is probably my favorite poet, and I sneak his poetry into class often. “Dream Deferred” 
has clear similes. Students have strong opinions about raisins, and the poem grosses some of them out 
which, I always tell them, is the point of poetry. A reader should feel emotional about poetry.

William Shakespeare: “Sonnet 18,” metaphor.
I introduce classics to students alongside modern pieces. “Sonnet 18” is the perfect example of 
students enjoying classic pieces. Most students have heard part of this sonnet, and explaining the 
metaphor is an easy next step.

Elizabeth Alexander: “Butter,” alliteration.
“Butter” has great examples of alliteration, but the entire poem provides a great opportunity for 
discussion. Teach this poem alone or with any story that reflects on childhood. Students will giggle 
over the poem’s message.

Figurative Language in Poetry

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Figurative Language in Poetry
Walter Dean Myers: “Summer,” imagery.
I honestly teach this poem at the end of the school year. Students can relate to the poem because 
Myers has targeted exactly what summer means to youth. I like sending students to summer with 
a bit of imagery.

Gwendolyn Brooks: “Speech to the Young,” alliteration, assonance, consonance.
This poem has perfect examples of alliteration, assonance, and consonance, which students often 
need to practice. The theme resonates with youth, too.

Juan Felipe Herrera. “Let Me Tell You What a Poem Brings,” symbolism.
Juan Felipe Herrera is still writing poetry and winning awards. Students always like reading modern 
works and note that a writer is still alive. (This fact makes me laugh.) Students will also appreciate 
that elements in this poem could symbolize various parts of their lives.

Sara Teasdale: “There Will Come Soft Rains,” assonance.
This poem is in Bradbury’s short story, but teach it with any story about war. Teasdale was an American 
writer, and her work fits nicely into an American literature curriculum. Teasdale uses assonance, but 
students will recognize other elements as well.

Lord Tennyson: "Morte d'Arthur," onomatopoeia.
First, this is a fun poem. "Ripple" and "lapping" are examples of onomatopoeia. Finally, the poem 
is long, and I often jigsaw it with a class.

6.

7.
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10.
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