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Symbol Graphic Organizers
list of organizers & ideas for use

1. Clothing—connect to characterization

2. Music—expounding upon setting and character

3. Colors

4. Weather

5. Food

6. Nature

7. Possessions

8. Blooming symbol—use with any symbol

9. Animals

10. Unpack the symbol—dig deeper with any symbol

BONUS: Pig analysis. Many stories contain a pig (Animal Farm, Oryx and Crake) and I wanted to

analyze with students the effect of choosing pigs. I have also uses the pig sheet as a fun activity

with children’s books. I will read a picture book that contains a pig (the Mercy Watson series

works well), and students complete that graphic organizer as an extension activity. Students see

how stories from their youth use animals to convey certain tones and messages. 

Based on my analysis, these activities could meet:

RL.8.1

RL.6.3

RL.6.5

RL.7.1

RL.8.3

RL.6.1

RL.7.2 RL.8.2

RL.7.3



Clothing as a symbol

Directions: Answer the following questions regarding clothing in your story. 

Apply to a specific character: Now that you have looked at clothing in your story, choose a character
and analyze that character’s clothing. Consider how the character’s style, clothing color, or overall
presentation of clothing contributes to the character development. 

When an author describes what a character wears, the author
is building indirect characterization with clothing as a symbol. 
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Name

How is clothing used as a clue for social 
status?

What colors are the clothing for characters?

Which characters use clothing to “stand out” in 
the book? Which characters “blend in”?

Does an article of clothing communicate a
specific idea? (Like a band shirt.)



Music symbolizes. . .   

Directions: Find two examples of music from your story and write them below. Then answer the 
prompts. 

Music—played, sung, or quoted—in a story can have greater
meaning. Think about why a character hums a song or why a song

is in a certain place in the story.
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Name

Draw a Conclusion:

Example:

How does this song relate to the character?

draw a Conclusion:

Example:

How does this song relate to the Setting?



Color symbolizes. . .   

Directions: Write four examples from the story where color is used. Then draw a conclusion about 
what each color could symbolize in that certain situation. 

How can a color provide depth to a character or setting?
Pay attention to the use of colors in a story. What can the use

of color reveal?
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Name

Example One:

Example Two:

Example four:

Example three:

Sample:



Weather symbolizes. . .   

Directions: Review the weather in your story. Write examples that match each image, and then write
what that example could symbolize. You might not complete each box. 

The weather can contribute to the overall explanation of a story.
As the weather changes, the change may symbolize a larger

message taking place in the story. 
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Name



Food symbolizes. . .   

Directions: Review mentions of food or characters eating in your story. Write examples in each box, 
and then write what the use of food could symbolize. You might not complete each box. 

Notice how food is used in a story. Where is food mentioned? when
does a character eat? Who eats certain types of food?
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Name



Nature symbolizes. . .   

Directions: Note examples of nature in your story. Answer the following prompts. 

Nature might seem like a background to a piece of literature, but
natural elements can symbolize bigger ideas.
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Name

Relate the example to the bigger picture:

Example one:

Describe this piece of nature:

Relate the example to the bigger picture:

Example two:

Describe this piece of nature:

Relate the example to the bigger picture:

Example Three:

Describe this piece of nature:



Possessions symbolize. . .   

Directions: Find deeply described, repeated, or interesting possessions in your story. 
Write what the object might symbolize and reveal. You might not complete each box. 

Have you ever heard of a “status symbol”? Sometimes, a possession can
reveal a character trait, social standing, or underlying message.
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Name
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Watch the symbol bloom
Directions: The more you consider your symbol, the more you will understand its meaning. In the center circle, write your symbol. 
On each petal, write an idea or concept that further relates to your symbol.

Name

Directions: Write two sentences
that explain what you learned about
this symbol.
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Animals reveal. . . 
Directions: Review mentions of animals in your story. Write an example and the page number in each box. Then write what the 
presence of that animal could symbolize. 

Name

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #

Animal                        Page #
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Unpack the symbol
Directions: The more ideas that you can understand about your symbol, the more deeply you will understand the symbol’s connection
to the story. In the first box, write the symbol. Then, unpack the symbol with answers to the questions. 

Name

symbol & context
what are implications in life, society, 

or the world of this symbol?
How does this symbol relate to the 

story? 

symbol & context
what are implications in life, society, 

or the world of this symbol?
How does this symbol relate to the 

story? 



Pig:
a mammal with four legs; swine; pork.

Piggish
PorcineFarrow

Piglet Piggy

Pigsty
Boar

Sow

Pigpen

Hog

Oinker

Pe�ary

Shoat
Razorback Babirusa

Warthog

What do people normally mean when they 
describe someone as “pig-like”?

Many books contain pigs. Aside from this 
story, what famous books have pigs as 
characters? 

Pigs frequent fairy tales as well.
What are the pigs’ roles in these stories? 

Overall, how are pigs portrayed in stories? Is 
the portrayal positive or negative? 
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