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Thank you for the download!

Included in this Bookspine Poetry Activity are �ve options plus a blank page for you to add as you’d like. Sometimes 
students have their own ideas—have fun! Decide if you have a minimum or limit to number of spines. Then decide 
if you want students to write and color or take pictures of their spines. 

I created these activities for diversity across classes. You can also choose what works best for you based on how 
many and which types of books you have. 

The �ve options:

1. A basic bookspine poetry activity.

2. Prep the “tone” cards in advance. Give each student a tone, ask students to choose one, or have them draw from a 
bag. Students should include the tone in their sentence explanation.

3. Genre activity. I �nd this works well after we have studied genres or after students have spent time in the library 
or classroom library. You might do a general review of genres. 

4. Prep the “topic” cards in advance. Similar to the tone cards, decide how to deliver them to students. These cards 
were speci�cally made with picture books in mind, but they would be fun to see what students create from other 
books too!

5. Students often choose very speci�c colors when they complete this option! Students sometimes �nd a color 
wheel online and choose funny colors. Basic ideas are green connects to envy, red connects to lust, pink connects 
to love. For example, students who select pink often �nd many books from the romance section. Their bookspine 
poem ends up being about love! We have interesting discussions about how illustrators probably use colors to 
communicate the idea of the book. 

6. A blank option can be found here. Insert a text box and type!

Any questions? I’d love to help: lauralee@languageartsclassroom.com

SAMPLE OF A COLOR POEM: 

My poem 

Allies, Careless People 
Hope for the Best
Where the Sidewalk Ends

shows sadness and desperation with the color graphite. These allies and careless people are unsure of where the 
sidewalk ends even though they hope for the best. The sidewalk could be a dangerous situation or a struggle with 
life. The yellow and red accents show caution in connection to the darkness of the other colors.  

Bookspine

https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/5/d/1DCau9WcOlTakhcVMUAH_eC-e2NHpu2G2VYKR9pAM3vQ/copy
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Directions:

Option One

1. Choose a minimum of three books that have interesting titles. You will turn these 
titles into a poem!

2. Stack the books so that the titles read as a poem. You might rearrange the order 
or add and subtract some books.

3. Take a picture or write your titles on the book spines below. Underneath the
picture, write a 2-3 sentence explanation. 

4. Submit the poem. 
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Directions:

Option Two

1. I am handing you each a card. Each card has a “tone” on it. Ask me any question about the word
or look up a definition. 

2. Browse some book titles that will help you create a poem that matches your tone. Turn the
titles into a poem. 

3. Take a picture or write your titles on the book spines below. Underneath the picture, write an 
explanation of how your poem matches your word. 

4. Submit the poem. 



Mad Anxious Dismissive Silly

Confused Excited Annoyed Rambuctious

Angry Amused Pleased Quiet

Happy Stoic Disgusted Sad
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Directions:

Option Three

1. Choose a book genre. Examples include mystery, romance, historical fiction, fantasy, and
nonfiction. 

2. Browse some book titles that will help you create a poem that will fit into the book genre you
chose. Turn the titles into a poem. 

3. Take a picture or write your titles on the book spines below. Underneath the picture, write an 
explanation of how your poem is an example of the genre. 

4. Submit the poem. 
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Directions:

Option Four

1.

2. Browse some book titles that will help you create a poem that will describe your topic. Turn 
titles into a poem.  

3. Take a picture or write your titles on the book spines below. Underneath the picture, write an 
explanation of how your poem fits this topic. 

4. Submit the poem. 

I am handing you each a card. Each card has a topic on it. Ask me any question about the word
or look up a definition. 



Balloons Beach Rain Wizard

Party Zoo Snow Princess/
Prince

Cake Museum Sun Teacher

Juice Farm Rainbow Doctor
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Directions:

Option Five

1.

2. Browse some book titles that will help you create a poem that will fit your color. You do NOT
need to choose books of a certain color. Turn titles into a poem.

3. Take a picture or write your titles on the book spines below. Underneath the picture, write an
explanation of how your poem fits your color.

4. Submit the poem.

Choose a color that will inspire a poem. Consider ideas like hopefulness, diligence, brightness, 
and intelligence that relate to colors. Can you relate a color to a larger idea? 



Thanks for the download!

These are other creative writing activities: 

Check out these blog posts that highlight creative writing lesson ideas:

https://languageartsclassroom.com/2019/04/my-attitude-for-a-creative-writing-class.html
https://languageartsclassroom.com/2018/03/creative-writing-lesson-plans-week-one.html
https://languageartsclassroom.com/2015/07/10-articles-to-inspire-creative-writing-students.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Digital-Activity-Create-a-Character-with-Pictures-5100714?utm_source=CreativeDownload&utm_campaign=CreativeSheet
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Distance-Learning-Creative-Writing-Bundle-Creative-Writing-Activities-5522111?utm_source=CreativeDownload&utm_campaign=CreativeSheet
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Digital-Activity-Create-a-Setting-with-Pictures-5361319?utm_source=CreativeDownload&utm_campaign=CreativeSheet
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Digital-Activity-Create-a-Superhero-Comic-Book-7236675?utm_source=CreativeDownload&utm_campaign=CreativeSheet
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Digital-Activity-Create-an-External-Conflict-with-Pictures-5877606?utm_source=CreativeDownload&utm_campaign=CreativeSheet
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Back-To-School-Writing-Activity-My-Favorites-Narrative-Writing-233853?utm_source=CreativeDownload&utm_campaign=CreativeSheet


Please read this Terms of Use to protect my work and licensing permissions.

I appreciate your support and want you to be happy with your purchase.
If for any reason you are unhappy, need a change in font/sizing, or would like a different 
format, please email me at lauralee@languageartsclassroom.com

I have a license for images, fonts, and graphics. Therefore:

Purchase of this product is for use by one classroom/ one homeschool.

Additional licenses for schools or departments may be purchased (at a discounted rate) 
on TpT.

This material may not be posted on the Internet or disseminated in any other form for
general audiences.

You MAY share this document with parents and students for home-use via print-outs,
email, or Google Classroom. 

If you leave feedback on a purchase, you also earn credit with TpT for future purchases.

Follow me on TpT. (Click the green star.) You’ll get fast updates this way. 

Would you like two dozen free downloads? Subscribing to my blog has benefits! Sign-up,
and I’ll send you directions to visit my subscriber-only library. 

As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns!

Thanks again,

Lauralee, Language Arts Classroom

Language Arts Classroom, LLC

Tips:

Thanks for the download! 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Language-Arts-Classroom
https://languageartsclassroom.com/library-sign-up
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