
The Hunger Games : Journal/ Short Essay Questions

Teacher's Page
Objective: Students will answer a question that enhances their understanding and knowledge of The Hunger Games. 

Objective: Students will answer a question in a focused, organized, and well-supported manner using proper grammar. 

Common Core: (Dependent upon the question and the activity with the journal or short essay question).

W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Teaching Suggestions:

· The questions are purposefully designed with the first question more simplistic, comprehension based, while the second question is more analytical. This allows for different ways to teach, and multiple ways to address individual student needs:

· Assign different students question one, others question two.

· Allow students to choose which question they want to answer. Make the first question worth 10 points, the second worth 15. Encourage students to try for 15 points, but remind them the question must be adequately answered.

· Keep a journal for the entire book. Require a certain number of questions for the total unit, say at least 10 number two questions. 

· Make a question a 'bell ringer' or class discussion starter after reading assignments.

· Turn several prompts into larger assignments, perhaps a larger narrative.

· Alter the prompt by making it relate to the students. For instance in Chapter One, add how would you feel with such mental pressures? Would you behave like Katniss? Why?
· Have students work with another student to create an elaborate, longer response.

· Use the writing as a lead-in for grammar work and assignments. 

Journal/ Short Essay Questions
Part I: The Tributes

Chapter One

What physical torments does Katniss face? Mental?

How does Katniss mask herself?

Chapter Two

Why have Katniss' odds not been very good lately?

Explore Peeta and Katniss' relationship up to this point.

Chapter Three

Why would the baker visit Katniss?

How does Katniss try and plan to take care of her family?

Chapter Four

What deal does Haymitch make with Katniss and Peeta? Is this fair? Why?

Describe Haymitch and Effie's relationship. Consider that they have worked together for many years.

Chapter Five

Why is it so important for the tributes to be dressed nicely?

Explain the three prep team stylists - not Cinna. Katniss says they are not like humans. What are their jobs? How would their personalities and their jobs make them "nonhuman"?

Chapter Six

How does Peeta help Katniss? What could motivate him to do this?

Compare the Avox's situation to Katniss' by looking at the Capitol's control and power.

Chapter Seven

Who is better equipped with skills for the Arena - Peeta or Katniss? Why?

Why does Katniss struggle being nice to Peeta?

Chapter Eight

Why does Katniss receive such a high score? Do the Gamemakers like her or is there a different factor? 

Why would Peeta not want to train with Katniss anymore?

Chapter Nine

What aggravates Katniss about practicing for the interviews?

How do appearances in the Capitol and District 12 reflect upon values?

Part Two: The Games

Chapter Ten 

Does Cinna truly believe Katniss can win, or is he simply being nice? Why?

How do Katniss and Peeta differ in their approaches to the Games? What is an explanation for their different approaches?

Chapter Eleven

Why would Katniss doubt Haymitch's advice?

How does Katniss show smart thinking in regards to her actions the first day?

Chapter Twelve

Explain how Katniss' view of Peeta is changing again.

Why is Katniss able to "read" Haymitch? Why would they have a connection that transcends words?

Chapter Thirteen

Why are the Careers so angry that Katniss is in the tree, and they cannot reach her?

Was Katniss careless in any manner during this chapter? Why?

Chapter Fourteen

What does the sponsor gift of burn ointment tell Katniss about Haymitch and the betting at the Capitol?

Why would Peeta help Katniss? What does this situation imply? 

Chapter Fifteen

Why does Katniss want Rue as an ally? Is Rue a strong choice?

Explain Katniss' conflicting feelings between Gale and Peeta. Will she be able to sort these feelings?

Chapter Sixteen

Why are Katniss and Rue a good team?

How is it possible for alliances to form? How do tributes block the fact only one person can win/ stay alive?

Chapter Seventeen

What makes Cato so dangerous?

What efforts does Katniss make to help and protect Rue?

Chapter Eighteen

What feelings does Katniss have about the boy who killed Rue? Why does she have these?

What does this rule change mean for Katniss and Peeta?

Part Three: The Victor

Chapter Nineteen

How does Katniss behave while she cares for Peeta's wounds? Why does she act this way?

Peeta says that Katniss and Haymitch are just alike. Are they? How?

Chapter Twenty

Explain what the other tributes might be doing.

Was it fair for Katniss to trick Peeta? Explain. 

Chapter Twenty-one

Is Foxface Katniss' real enemy, as she suspects? Why?

How are Katniss and Thresh similar?

Chapter Twenty-two

What is Katniss starting to suspect about Peeta? Is she correct? Why?

What does Peeta need to convince Katnis of - that Haymitch said would take a lot of convincing? Will Peeta succeed?

Chapter Twenty-three

Is the conversation about Haymitch funny to readers, as well as to the Panem audience? Why?

Why does Katniss want the moon in the arena to be her moon from District 12? Why does it matter?

Chapter Twenty-four

Is Cato completely sane, as Katniss doubts? Explain.

Katniss remarks she may be similar to Cato. Is she? Why?

Chapter Twenty-five

What is the impact of the eyes of the mutts? Was this the result the Gamemakers wanted?

What was the reasoning behind Katniss and Peea threatening to eat the berries? What was their motive(s)?

Chapter Twenty-six

What kind of technology must the Capitol have to physically alter Katniss? Think about the medical advances they must have.

How does Katniss' prep team discuss the Games? What does this say about them?

Chapter Twenty-seven

Explain Katniss' feelings about Gale and Peeta. Why did her actions at the Games complicate the situation?

What will the future hold for Katniss and Peeta? Explain why you came to this conclusion.
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