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For three weeks after his injury Jurgis never got up from bed. It was a very obstinate sprain; 

the swelling would not go down, and the pain still continued. At the end of that time, however, 

he could contain himself no longer, and began trying to walk a little every day, laboring to persuade 

himself that he was better. No arguments could stop him, and three or four days later he declared 

that he was going back to work.

A pronoun takes the place of a noun.

An antecedent is the noun to which the pronoun refers.

Read this quote from The Jungle by Upton Sinclair.

“Injury” and “Jurgis” are italicized. They are both nouns.

Circle the pronouns that refer back to “injury” and “Jurgis.”

It is important that pronouns have clear antecedents. This will:

ensure that the reader knows what you are saying about whom or what.

clearly deliver your message.

prevent confusion.

Pronoun Antecedents

©Language Arts Classroom, LLC

Pronouns must have clear antecedents. Pronouns and their antecedents must 
agree in number, gender, and person.

Incorrect: When people exercise daily, she is on the road to a healthy lifestyle.

Correct: When people exercise daily, they are on the road to a healthy lifestyle.

Incorrect: If many agree, you will proceed to the checkout.

Correct: If many agree, they will proceed to the checkout.

Number

Person

Gender
Incorrect: The dog took their time to walk around the block. 

Correct: The dog took its time to walk around the block. 
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Directions: Underline each pronoun. Draw an arrow to its antecedent.

1. Chad’s favorite magazines have their holiday gift guides published. 

2. The computer cord has a rip close to its base.

3. The books both are due back at the library.

4. Cherise took herself to the doctor’s office.

5. Bradley and Kiera went to dinner; he ordered lobster while she ordered steak. 
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Directions: Underline each pronoun. Draw an arrow to its antecedent.

1. Chad’s favorite magazines have their holiday gift guides published. 

their - magazines

2. The computer cord has a rip close to its base.

its - cord

3. The books both are due back at the library.

both - books

4. Cherise took herself to the doctor’s office.

herself - Cherise

5. Bradley and Kiera went to dinner; he ordered lobster while she ordered steak. 

he - Bradley

she - Kiera
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Pretest
KEY



Directions: Underline each pronoun. Draw an arrow to its antecedent. Some 
sentences may contain more than one pronoun. 

1. Bobby gave his teacher a note from his mother.

2. Because school started late, students missed their first period classes. 

3. Given the baby’s temperament, her parents were not surprised when she threw the cup. 

4. The movie was long; it ran for over three hours.

5. Sister, will you gather the tree limbs from the back yard?

6. We moviegoers always bring a popcorn bucket to the theater. 

7. When the freshman signed up for classes, he took a tour of the school.

8. The tour guide continually looked at her watch.

9. While the guinea pig normally hides in his house, he did come out for food yesterday.

10. During breakfast, the juicer made a loud sound, and then smoke poured out of it.

Pronoun Antecedents
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Directions: Underline each pronoun. Draw an arrow to its antecedent. Some 
sentences may contain more than one pronoun. 

1. Bobby gave his teacher a note from his mother.

his/his - Bobby

2. Because school started late, students missed their first period classes. 

their - students

3. Given the baby’s temperament, her parents were not surprised when she threw the cup. 

her/she - baby

4. The movie was long; it ran for over three hours.

it - movie

5. Sister, will you gather the tree limbs from the back yard?

you - sister

6. We moviegoers always bring a popcorn bucket to the theater. 

we - moviegoers

7. When the freshman signed up for classes, he took a tour of the school.

he - freshman

8. The tour guide continually looked at her watch.

her - guide

9. While the guinea pig normally hides in his house, he did come out for food yesterday.

his/he - pig

10. During breakfast, the juicer made a loud sound, and then smoke poured out of it.

It - juicer

Pronoun Antecedents
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Directions: Underline each pronoun. Draw an arrow to its antecedent. Some 
sentences may contain more than one pronoun. 

11. Peter returned his computer to the store. 

12. Breanna drove herself to the doctor. 

13. The recipe card has flour on its corner.

14. Ruby knew that she should go home.

15. Jenny, do you see the camera?

16. All of that laundry needs folded.

17. The milk? It goes in the refrigerator.

18. The box of apples has reached its capacity.

19. Mom has coffee with her.

20. The teacher’s reading group remained silent because he had laryngitis. 
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Directions: Underline each pronoun. Draw an arrow to its antecedent. Some 
sentences may contain more than one pronoun. 

11. Peter returned his computer to the store. 

his - Peter

12. Breanna drove herself to the doctor. 

herself - Breanna

13. The recipe card has flour on its corner.

its - card

14. Ruby knew that she should go home.

she - Ruby

15. Jenny, do you see the camera?

you - Jenny

16. All of that laundry needs folded.

all - laundry

17. The milk? It goes in the refrigerator.

it - milk

18. The box of apples has reached its capacity.

its - box

19. Mom has coffee with her.

her - Mom

20. The teacher’s reading group remained silent because he had laryngitis. 

he - teacher

Pronoun Antecedents
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Practice
KEY



Directions: Rewrite each sentence, correcting the pronoun-antecedent agreement 
or correcting an unclear antecedent.  

1. On the baseball team, everyone knew their position for the game.

2. The red barn housed them.

3. None of it was put in a savings account.

4. The teachers kept them after school.

5. Placed on the shelves, all of them looked neat.

6. It saved the company money on ink.

7. Covering the road, they probably fell from nearby trees.

8. Everything Pam bought is wrong.

9. Both of the girl continued running after track season.

10. Even with the busy weekend, no one bought themselves any junk food.

Pronoun Antecedents
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C�recting �r�s



Directions: Rewrite each sentence, correcting the pronoun-antecedent agreement 
or correcting an unclear antecedent.  

1. On the baseball team, everyone knew their position for the game.

On the baseball team, everyone knew his position for the game.

2. The red barn housed them.

The red barn housed the horses. 

3. None of it was put in a savings account.

None of the cash was put in a savings account. 

4. The teachers kept them after school.

The teachers kept the students after school.

5. Placed on the shelves, all of them looked neat.

Placed on the shelves, all of the books looked neat.

6. It saved the company money on ink.

The new printer saved the company money on ink.

7. Covering the road, they probably fell from nearby trees.

Covering the road, the leaves probably fell from nearby trees.

8. Everything Pam bought is wrong.

Every outfit Pam bought is wrong.

9. Both of the girl continued running after track season.

Both of the girls continued running after track season.

10. Even with the busy weekend, no one bought themselves any junk food.

Even with the busy weekend, no one bought himself any junk food.

Pronoun Antecedents
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C�recting �r�s
KEY



Directions: Rewrite each sentence, correcting the pronoun-antecedent agreement 
or correcting an unclear antecedent.  

11. The baby put its foot on the table.

12. Both do his jobs well.

13. Meghan played the game with their mom.

14. A few are now completing hers homework.

15. Luke took their grandma to the restaurant.

16. The mats had holes in its sides.

17. Calvin and his sister went to our house.

18. The freshman and sophomore switched her schedules.

19. Everybody deserves fresh air for their health.

20. Several have his homework ready for the teacher. 
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Directions: Rewrite each sentence, correcting the pronoun-antecedent agreement 
or correcting an unclear antecedent.  

11. The baby put its foot on the table.

The baby put his foot on the table.

12. Both do his jobs well.

Both employees do their jobs well.

13. Meghan played the game with their mom.

Meghan played the game with her mom.

14. A few are now completing hers homework.

A few are now completing their homework. 

15. Luke took their grandma to the restaurant.

Luke took his grandma to the restaurant. 

16. The mats had holes in its sides.

The mats had holes in their sides. 

17. Calvin and his sister went to our house.

Calvin and his sister went to their house.

18. The freshman and sophomore switched her schedules.

The freshman and sophomore switched their schedules.

19. Everybody deserves fresh air for their health.

Everybody deserves fresh air for his or her health. 

20. Several have his homework ready for the teacher. 

Several have their homework ready for the teacher. 

Pronoun Antecedents

©Language Arts Classroom, LLC

C�recting �r�s
KEY



Directions: Circle the correct pronoun for each sentence.

1. Each of (his, their) baseball jerseys was ironed. 

2. Both of these math problems require (its, their) own formulas. 

3. Either Ryan or Zion will buy (his, their) ticket for the game. 

4. The cookies and donuts on the table have (its, their) nutrition information alongside them. 

5. If Lauren plans to apply for some jobs, (she, they) should tidy her resume. 

Pronoun Antecedents
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Final test

Directions: Rewrite each sentence, correcting the pronoun-antecedent agreement 
or correcting an unclear antecedent.  

6. All of the students enjoyed the play except him.

7. The dog and the cat either have food.

8. Tyler told Drake that no one would take him.

9. No one does that job well.

10. The storage shed has enough space for those. 



Directions: Circle the correct pronoun for each sentence.

1. Each of (his, their) baseball jerseys was ironed. 

his

2. Both of these math problems require (its, their) own formulas. 

their

3. Either Ryan or Zion will buy (his, their) ticket for the game. 

his

4. The cookies and donuts on the table have (its, their) nutrition information alongside them. 

their

5. If Lauren plans to apply for some jobs, (she, they) should tidy her resume. 

She 

Pronoun Antecedents
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Final test

Directions: Rewrite each sentence, correcting the pronoun-antecedent agreement 
or correcting an unclear antecedent.  

6. All of the students enjoyed the play except him.

All of the students enjoyed the play except Chad.

7. The dog and the cat either have food.

Both the dog and the cat have food.

8. Tyler told Drake that no one would take him.

Tyler told Drake that no one would take Drake home.

9. No one does that job well.

No one cleans the carpets well. 

10. The storage shed has enough space for those. 

The storage shed has enough space for the mowers. 

KEY
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