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I am providing the movie guide and following questions in an editable format. Doing so allows teachers to adjust and change this for specific uses.

Please do not upload this document and share without buying additional licenses. 



Additionally, some people criticize the movie and story. If you need an extension activity, you could ask students to read any of these articles and discuss them:

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2007-jan-09-et-freedom9-story.html

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5e2b/58079c07f88b033cdbabf471204b4f5efefd.pdf

You can find many more articles if you choose to discuss these angles with your students.

Thanks so much,

Lauralee
Language Arts Classroom
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“Freedom Writers”	Rated PG-13

Characters:

Erin Gruwell: teacher	Mrs. Campbell: educator who fights with Erin Scott: married to Erin	Eva: student who testifies
Steve: Erinʼs dad	Dr. Cohn: male educator who sides with Erin Directions: Answer each question as the movie plays. They are in chronological order.
1. About what does the opening author make a distinction?



2. Characterize the teacher. Give direct and indirect support.



3. Describe the first day of school. List five specific examples.



4. What does Eva do for her boyfriend?



5. What does Erinʼs dad think of her job?



6. What happens when Erin asks the students to exchange seats?



7. What does Eva witness?



8. What passed note does Erin see in her class?



9. What does Erin say about the drawing?

10. What is the breakthrough Erin has concerning her students?



11. When Erin tries to get different books and activities for her students, what happens?



12. What is the line game? What does it demonstrate?



13. What does Erinʼs husband want?



14. What happens on parent-teacher night?



15. What are some of the stories Erin reads? List three specific examples.



16. What does Erinʼs dad say about the journals?



17. What news does Erin give her husband?



18. What is Erinʼs newest job? What does her husband think of this?



19. What do Erin and her dad do on the weekend?



20. How do the students behave on the field trip?



21. Where is the second place the students go?

22. How do the students begin their sophomore year?



23. What question does Erinʼs husband have?



24. What happens when the students read The Diary of Anne Frank?



25. What do the students start to fund?



26. What story does Miep Gies tell?



27. What does Eva do in court?



28. What is the result of Eva testifying?



29. What happens to Erinʼs marriage?



30. What do the students want to do like the Freedom Riders?



31. What happens in the educatorsʼ meeting?



32. What happens to Andre?



33. How do the students react to the initial news concerning their junior year? What is Erinʼs reaction?


34. What is the studentsʼ final project?



35. What is the final result for the studentsʼ high school English classes?

















Directions: Answer these questions after the movie. They require in-depth explanations.

1. What do Erinʼs pearls symbolize?

2. Map Evaʼs changing beliefs and attitudes.

3. Is Erinʼs husband fair in his final decision? Explain.

4. What lesson does the Holocaust provide for these students? What are other possible lessons?

5. Is this movie an accurate portrayal of teacher-student relationships? Why or why not?

“Freedom Writers”	Rated PG-13: ANSWER KEY

Characters:

Erin Gruwell: teacher	Mrs. Campbell: educator who fights with Erin Scott: married to Erin	Eva: student who testifies
Steve: Erinʼs dad	Dr. Cohn: male educator who sides with Erin Directions: Answer each question as the movie plays. They are in chronological order.
1. About what does the opening author make a distinction?

The country has different types of princesses - nothing people of different colors. People of different Americas, different families. People have different definitions of desirability.
No two groups are the same.

2. Characterize the teacher. Give direct and indirect support.

The teacherʼs family probably has money, such as her nice outfits and the pearls. (Indirect characterization). She is eager to teach because of the way she prepares lesson plans ahead of time and searches for the best outfit for the first day of school. (Indirect characterization). She states that she is believes in the integration program and wants to teach there because of it. (Direct characterization).

3. Describe the first day of school. List five specific examples.

Students turn their desks; the teacher is excited; the classroom is messy; students are rude to the teacher; students paint their nails, read a magazine, or fight.

4. What does Eva do for her boyfriend?

Eva lets her boyfriend into the locked school so that he can fight.

5. What does Erinʼs dad think of her job?

He worries about her. He dislikes her working there.

6. What happens when Erin asks the students to exchange seats?

The students are scared to sit by each other. They argue with Erin that they do not want to sit in certain places.

7. What does Eva witness?

A shooting. her rivalʼs boyfriend got killed. She protected Paco.

8. What passed note does Erin see in her class?

A picture of a student, an exaggerated and mean picture of a black student.

9. What does Erin say about the drawing?

That the drawer is an amateur. She compare the picture to what the Germans drew of the Jews. She alludes to the Holocaust.

10. What is the breakthrough Erin has concerning her students?

She realizes that more of them have seen a shooting than know what the Holocaust is.

11. When Erin tries to get different books and activities for her students, what happens?

Mrs. Campbell says that those books are not for those students, that they will tear the books.

12. What is the line game? What does it demonstrate?

The students stand on the line when they have experienced what Erin mentions. It demonstrates that they have more in common than they think.

13. What does Erinʼs husband want?

He wants to spend time with his wife.

14. What happens on parent-teacher night?

No parent comes to Erinʼs classroom. Other parents come to the other English teacherʼs classroom. Erin sits and reads the journals.

15. What are some of the stories Erin reads? List three specific examples.

Students have seen their parents beat, friends shot, and homes robbed; they have been raped, beaten, and experienced juvenile hall.

16. What does Erinʼs dad say about the journals?

“You are not responsible for their lives outside the classroom.” He knows they are sad stories, but fears for his daughter.

17. What news does Erin give her husband?

She is getting a second job to pay for her first job.

18. What is Erinʼs newest job? What does her husband think of this?

She takes another job at the Marriott. He is angry.

19. What do Erin and her dad do on the weekend?

They pick the students up for a field trip to the Holocaust museum.

20. How do the students behave on the field trip?

They are well behaved and respectful. They are shocked at what they see.

21. Where is the second place the students go?

The Marriott to have dinner with Holocaust survivors.

22. How do the students begin their sophomore year?

They toast themselves for change.

23. What question does Erinʼs husband have?

He questions if she can teach an honors students. He wonders if she can teach normal kids.

24. What happens when the students read The Diary of Anne Frank?

The students relate to it and are shocked by what they read.

25. What do the students start to fund?

They raise money to bring Miep Gies to their school to talk to them. She is the lady who hid Anne Frank for years.

26. What story does Miep Gies tell?

She tells the story of August 4th. She says she always thinks about it, and that Anne was screaming, and that she tried to gather materials to bribe the police who were taking Anne and her family away.

27. What does Eva do in court?

She tells the truth. She initially started to lie but she saw her friend from school who was her old rival.

28. What is the result of Eva testifying?

Her gang beats her up for betraying them. She is not killed because of her dad. They say that she is dead to them.

29. What happens to Erinʼs marriage?

Her husband leaves her.

30. What do the students want to do like the Freedom Riders?

They want to talk to the Board of Education for change in policy.

31. What happens in the educatorsʼ meeting?

Mrs. Campbell argues that the union and other schedules will be messed up if the classes are switched among the teachers. Erin says she only wants to teach these students because they are like a family, not to create problems.

32. What happens to Andre?

His brother goes to jail and he has missed school. He gives himself an “F” for the class. Erin tells him to regrade himself.

33. How do the students react to the initial news concerning their junior year? What is Erinʼs reaction?

They are very upset. Erin tells them not to use her as the reason they regress to old behaviors.

34. What is the studentsʼ final project?

They are going to turn their journals into a book.

35. What is the final result for the studentsʼ high school English classes?

They will be with Erin for their junior and senior years.


Directions: Answer these questions after the movie. They require in-depth explanations.

1. What do Erinʼs pearls symbolize?

Erinʼs pearls are beautiful and she cares for them. She keeps them safe in a jewelry box. They are white, which symbolizes innocence, a bit like Erin when she is at the school and her with her students. They are starkly out of place among the studentsʼ

wardrobes, jewelry, and tattoos. It serves to make a distinction between Erinʼs life and those of the students.

2. Map Evaʼs changing beliefs and attitudes.

Eva is quite “rough” when she starts Erinʼs class. She is the student to call Erin on not being an experienced teacher and to tell Erin that she cannot understand their lives. Eva, however, also makes the largest growth. She is at first devoted to her gang, as her family has a long-standing relationship in it. She knows that she saw the shooting and considers that she should tell the truth, and even talks to her father about it after reading a book in English class. She is upset when Anne Frank dies at the end of her reading.
She also ultimately tells the truth in court, permanently breaking away from her gang and the life she was raised in.

3. Is Erinʼs husband fair in his final decision? Explain.

Students will have different opinions.

Some may say that Erin was more devoted to her students than she was to him, and she was breaking her marriage apart by never seeing him. He did tell her that he wanted to be with her, and wanted her to work less. She put her students ahead of him.

Some may say that Scott was not standing by Erin when she was doing important work. They may think that he should support her through everything in their life, as wedding vows often state. They may note that she no longer teaches high school, and would have more time for him as a university professor.

4. What lesson does the Holocaust provide for these students? What are other possible lessons?

The Holocaust taught these students that hating a specific group of people because of skin color or affiliation is dangerous.

The Holocaust has endless lessons. Some include that people should speak up against wrong doing, that hate leads to more hate, or that indifference is dangerous.

5. Is this movie an accurate portrayal of teacher-student relationships? Why or why not?

Again, students will have different opinions.

Some students may feel that this can happen, and may cite a relationship they have with a teacher. Often students use support from a coach or sponsor who is also a teacher.

Other students may say that this rarely happens because teachers have outside lives, and students do too.





Thinking questions after viewing “Freedom Writers.” Writing can change lives - it can also change the writer’s life.Feeling Inspired?

Some people say that everyone has a book inside him/ herself. Do you?
What lessons could you give an audience? Think about...



What adversity has challenged your life?










What achievement are you proudest of?











What moment or event could define your life?







Language Arts Classroom, LLC





Thinking questions after viewing “Freedom Writers.” What message would your story send?Feeling Inspired?


What interesting image could you use to begin your story?













What message would you hope your audience would see?












How would you end your story?








Write your own “Freedom Writers” journal entry.
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